
bad feelings by remembering you haven’t forgotten how to bowl, you know how, so 
just let it happen. Don’t try to make it happen.

Q. I have been reading your articles for some years now. I have enjoyed them, but I know you 
are not a professional, so my question is, What qualifications do you have to write these 
articles?

A. The short answer is experience, so I will give you a short bio. This season marks 
50 years of my bowling in scratch leagues and tournaments. In my first year, the 1960-
61 season, I averaged 208. I have averaged over 200 every season since then. I will 
count this one, as I am averaging 216 as of this writing.

I have won a PBA regional tournament, a High Roller tournament, and many other 
local and regional tournaments. I also placed second in doubles in the 1965 ABC Tour-
nament.

I hold a USBC national record for having an 800 series in five consecutive decades 
and hope to make it six soon. I have had 300 games and 800 series with every type of 
bowling ball cover stock except wood. My friends think I am so old that I must have 
used a wood ball. This I have to deny; I do own a wood ball but have never used one!

I started taking classes to be an instructor as far back as 1963 and currently am a 
USBC Bronze coach. I am a member of four Halls of Fame, including Oregon State. I am 
a Roto Grip amateur staff member.

I am a member of the Bowling Writers Association of America and have written this 
article since 1997. All of my answers come from many years of experience, and for 
those I don’t know, I use the knowledge of some of the many friends I have met over 
those years. I love doing these articles; it is my way of sharing what I have learned.

My qualifications are I have been there and done that and, for now, still remember, 
so I hope to do this until I can’t remember. So keep the questions coming.

Ask Bob a question

Calendar of Events

JANUARY
21-22, 28-29, Feb. 5 – NCAUSBCA 
43rd Annual Youth Invitational Scratch 
Singles Tournament (Round 1: Bowl 
America Manassas; Round 2: Bowl 
America Gaithersburg; Round 3: 
Bowl America Falls Church; Round 4: 
Bethesda Naval Bowling Center; Finals: 
Potomac Lanes).

FEBRUARY
11 – NCAUSBCA 5th Annual Adult 
& Youth Sports Day at Bowl America 
Shirley.
11 – Junior Gold Tournament at Bowl 
America Bull Run.
12 – NCAUSBCA Youth 600 Club 
Singles Tournament at Lord Calvert.
18 – NCAUSBCA 3rd Annual Bowl for 
the Cure® Day at Bowl America Shirley.
25 – NCAUSBCA Scratch Mixed 
Doubles Tournament at Bowl America 
Shirley.
26 – NCAUSBCA Annual Meeting at 
Bowl America Gaithersburg.

MARCH
3-4, 10-11 – NCAUSBCA 49th Annual 
Youth Championship Tournament at 
Bowl America Bull Run.
3-4, 10-11, 17-18 – NCAUSBCA 67th 
Annual Women’s Championship Tour-
nament at Bowl America Burke.
10 – Junior Gold Tournament at Valley 
Lanes, Harrisonburg, Va.
25 – NCAUSBCA Youth 600 Club Tour-
nament of Champions at Bowl America 
Gaithersburg.

APRIL
14-15, 21-22, 28-29 – NCAUSBCA 67th 
Annual Open Championship Tourna-
ment at Bowl America Shirley and Bowl 
America Woodbridge.
15 – NCAUSBCA Youth Vern Burke 
Tournament at Bowl America Manassas.
21 – Junior Gold Tournament at Bowl 
America Short Pump, Glen Allen, Va.
21-22, 28-29, May 5-6 – State Pepsi 
Finals at AMF Hanover, Mechanicsville, 
Va.
30 – NCAUSBCA 2012 Hall of Fame 
nominations deadline.

MAY
5 – Junior Gold Tournament at Spare-
times, Hampton, Va.

Tournament Roundup

NCAUSBCA Youth 600 Club Winter Doubles at Bowl America Fairfax – 1, Rodney 
Eckles (667) & Augie Bransford (630), Fairfax, Va., 1,297, $200 (scholarship); 2, Malcolm 
James (634) & Matt Bailey (619), Woodbridge, Va., 1,253, $100; 3, Xavier Woods 
(656), Waldorf, Md. & Keenan Ward (556), Suitland, Md., 1,212, $70. ... Tournament of 
Champions qualifiers – Woods (656); James (634); Bailey (619); Andrew Beach, Upper 
Marlboro, Md. (606); Anthony Canzius, Waldorf, Md. (599); Tyler Adair, Alexandria, 
Va. (582); and Christopher White, Damascus, Md. (571). ... Previous qualifiers: Eckles; 
Michael Simpson, Dale City, Va. (646); Jason Eman, Springfield, Va. (639); Bransford; 
Jordan Joyner, Leesburg, Va. (618); Austin Fosmire, Gainesville, Va. (575); Zahir Holmes, 
Beltsville, Md. (574). ... High individual games – Game 1: Beach (245); Game 2: James 
(268); Bailey (256); Eckles (243); Game 3: Eman (246).

NCAUSBCA Youth 600 Club Winter Singles at Bowl America 
Burke – 1, Cameron Brooks, Bowie, Md. (703), $100 (scholarship); 2, 
Adrian Alapide, Arlington, Va. (685), $80; 3, Zahir Holmes (683), $60. 
... Tournament of Champions qualifiers – Alapide; Holmes; Rodney 
Eckles (657); Jordan Joyner (643); and Augie Bransford (640). ... Previous 
qualifiers: Brooks; Brandon Holloway, Fairmont Heights, Md. (645). ... 
High games – Game 1: Brooks (255); Game 2: Holmes (257); Game 3: 
Eckles (258); Alapide and D’Mico Brown, Mitchellville, Md. (257).

Cameron 
Brooks
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