
The Best Bowling Tip I’ve Ever Received
By Ron Smith

At last year’s PBA Manassas Senior Open, I bowled well during qualifying and actually reached match 
play. But in my first match [against Karl Wolf of Saratoga Springs, N.Y.], I struggled the first two games, 
and I was told by two friends—Larry Jones and James Gaskill—what I often hear when I’m bowling 
bad: My feet were too fast. Whenever I slow my feet down, I seem to bowl much better.

So I focused on slowing down my feet and bounced back with a solid effort in my third game, but 
my opponent outscored me once again, and my tournament was over.

When you lose at that level of competition but understand at least one reason why you lost, I 
believe that will help you become a better bowler in the long run.

Ron Smith, who rolled his second perfect game of 2005 in the Saturday Night Mixers at Bowl America 
Shirley on September 17, reached the Round of 8 at the recent PBA East Region Fort Meade Senior 
Open.

I wasn’t going to throw it slower. So I 
knew I had to hit it a little bit harder to 
try and make it carry better. That’s why 
I did it.”

Meanwhile, with everything now on 
the line, Brosius calmly took his position 
on the approach and again reached the 
1-3 pocket on the right lane with his 14-
pound Brunswick Ultimate Inferno, but 
the hit appeared less convincing than 
even his 8-10 smack—and a half-hit 10-
pin stood, as Brosius quickly turned and 
extended his arms out, palms skyward 
and head shaking, realizing what was 
not to be.

“Some you win, some you lose—that’s 
the way it goes,” 
Brosius said af-
terwards with a 
what-can-you-do-
about-it laugh. 
“It was a good 
match. I thought 
that 8-10 wasn’t 
necessarily bad; I 
thought it was a 
pretty good shot. 
I can’t believe I 
left the 8-10. He 
got wrapped a 

few times, I got wrapped a few times, 
and that’s the way it works out, and con-
gratulations to him. He played well.”

As he maintains his amateur status and 
awaits news of the recently announced 
Generations Tour for seniors, Brosius, 
who earned $850 for his runner-up fin-

ish, will get another opportunity in 
professional competition this month at 
the PBA Manassas Senior Open at Bowl 
America Manassas.

“Other than that, I’ll go back and bowl 
the other amateur stuff,” said Brosius, 
who was an active PBA member from 
1982 to 1990. “I hesitate to join the PBA 
until we see what happens with this new 
organization coming out. I hope that 
takes off, but for me, I’m eligible to bowl 
the amateur stuff out in Vegas, and I’m 
not willing to give that up to bowl PBA, 
so we’ll see what happens.”

As for the champion, following a quick 
change of clothes and the signing of a 
few photos for Dean Ryan and some au-
tographs for fans who had gathered, Pe-
traglia hurriedly got up from his chair, 
noting that time was running short and 
he just had to get on the road.

At the same time, Dave Roberts 
wheeled himself over and offered to pur-
chase a quick lunch for his friend.

Petraglia stopped, turned, and said 
to his fellow Vietnam vet, “Sure. But I’m 
buying. I won this tournament and can 
afford it!”

Notebook – In addition to Brosius, 
three other NCABA members qualified in 
the 16-man match play field: Ron Smith 
of Clinton, who won his first match and 
placed seventh; Hall of Famer Larry Wal-
lace of Manassas, who finished 11th; and 
David Kneas of Annapolis, who placed 
12th. … Darwin Wimer of Millersville, 

Md., who placed 28th, earned a $250 
Super Senior prize. ... Brosius on his con-
frontation with a few spectators after 
his strike in the sixth frame: “There was 
talking in the back end, so I just asked 
them to keep it quiet. I could hear it—
yelling—actually they yelled that one 
shot [Petraglia] shot, and I don’t know if 
he heard them or not.” … Petraglia has 
worked for Brunswick for 35 years. He 
travels wherever the company sends him 
and does speaking engagements, ex-
hibitions, trade shows, Bowl Expo, and 
events for the capital equipment side of 
Brunswick, in addition to bowling tour-
naments. “They tell me which tourna-
ments they would like me to bowl and 
which ones I can’t go because I’m work-
ing somewhere else,” he said. Petraglia 
plans to bowl five or six events on the 
PBA Senior Tour this year and a few of 
the Generations Tour stops if that entity 
gets under way. “I would like to support 
both tours—as long as it’s bowling. The 
idea is to support the sport of bowling. 
That’s what I’m trying to do.” … Bruce 
Dickinson, the director of the Fort 
Meade Morale, Welfare & Recreation 
program, was present for a portion of 
the practice session, while Installation 
Commander Col. Kenneth O. McCreedy 
took in some of the qualifying action. 
... The Lanes Fort Meade will host a PBA 
East Region event on November 3-5.

Lee Brosius
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