How often have you heard bowlers, pro-
fessionals and amateurs alike, refer to
their equipment as “plastic” or “resin”?

In point of fact, these are misrepre-
sented and distorted words used to
describe bowling balls. The use of the
words to describe bowling balls is mis-
takenly applied not only by uninformed
bowlers but also by ball reps on the PBA
Tour, manufacturer’s sales reps, pro
shop operators who place orders for
these balls, and worst of all, by TV ana-
lysts who are supposedly “in the know.”

Manufacturers classify bowling balls as
“polyester” or “urethane.” Somewhere,
somehow, outside the manufacturing in-
dustry, “resin” and “plastic” surfaced as
the latest lingo.

Interestingly, the usage of “plastic”
is not only misused by bowlers but is
never corrected by those who should
know better, including me. “Plastic”
has been bandied about by professional
bowlers, pro shop operators, bowling
writers, sales representatives, and ball
reps on the professional tours. It is im-
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properly employed by analysts on televi-
sion shows who unabashedly refer to a
bowler shooting at a 10-pin with a plas-
tic ball.

The word plastic, rather than polyes-
ter, has crept into a number of manufac-
turers’ vernaculars. This is perhaps due
to the continuous and prolonged use of

Webster, “synthetic” is defined as “com-
pounds produced by chemical reaction
in a laboratory as opposed to those of
natural origin.”

Furthermore, dictionaries define
“plastic” as “any of various nonmetal-
lic compounds, synthetically produced,
which can be molded or hardened for
commercial use.”

Suffice to say, the term “plastic” ren-
ders all bowling balls as synthetic prod-
ucts. Consequently, “plastic” not only
covers polyester balls, but also include
urethane. Every ball manufactured and
marketed in the past 50 or 60 years has
been formulated from a synthetic sub-
stance, including many of the so-called

It’s time fo correct misconceptions
about the nature of the equipment
we roll down the lanes.

the word “plastic” among bowling par-
ticipants.

Before proceeding any further, let’s
examine the origin and source of this
misinformation. Webster’s New World Dic-
tionary defines “resin” as “a synthetic,
usually resinous substance, which, when
subjected to heat and pressure, can be
cast, pressed, extruded, or molded into
various shapes.” Again, referring to Mr.

/ Check Your Knowledge

1.In what city is the PBA World Series of Bowling held in 2010?

2.She was NCAUSBCA's sole Hall of Fame inductee this year.

3. What company makes the “2FAST” bowling ball?

4.She teamed with Kevin Roy to win the 2010 NCAUSBCA Doubles title.

5. Which two AMF centers will host the 2011 NCAUSBCA Open and Women's

tournaments?

6. This center last month hosted the NCAUSBCA Senior Tournament.
7.What year did PBA exempt member Bobby Hall Il join the PBA?
8. What year did Walter Ray Williams Jr. win his first national PBA title?
9.He won the 2010 Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year Award.
10. True or False: USBC's current Playing Rules book is valid through the 2011-

2012 season.
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rubber balls dating back to the 1940s
and 50s. As a matter of fact, during
World War II, when the demand for pure
rubber products exceeded the natural
output, rubber balls, as well as automo-
bile tires, were created with plastic ma-
terials.

Hence, the word “synthetic” is the
most appropriate characterization of
any and all bowling balls today. We can
say that while all bowling balls are syn-
thetic, some are polyester resin, and
some are urethane resin.

During the late 50s, Brunswick and
Columbia produced the original synthet-
ic balls in various colors. They were fa-
miliarly referred to as “plastic” balls and,
although plastic covered a multitude of
man-made materials, the synthetic sub-
stance used by Brunswick and Columbia
at that time was, and continues to be,
polyester resin.

In the early 80s, AMF revolutionized
the bowling ball market with the intro-
duction of the Angle, a ball produced
from urethane, one of he most intricate
and sophisticated resins on the market.
Urethane, a rapid curing resin, is an ex-
tremely rigid material, yet possesses
unbelievable traction on the lanes. The
Angle dominated the pro tour—that is,
until all other manufacturers jumped on
the urethane bandwagon.

In the late 80s, Steve Cooper, a for-
mer professional bowler from Southern
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The list below displays NCAUSBCA win-
ter league pinfall in area bowling centers
during the 2009-2010 season.

AMF Waldorf...........ccc........ 29,492,060
Crofton Bowling Centre ....... 27,686,895
AMF Marlow Heights........... 27,375,754
Rinaldi’s Riverdale................ 25,283,947
Bowl America Woodbridge ..24,955,877
Bowl America Shirley........... 23,616,165

THE LIST

Bowl America Gaithersburg. 21,890,046
Parkland ... 18,133,140
AMF Capital Plaza ................ 17,567,952
Bowl America Falls Church... 15,257,237
Bowl America Chantilly........ 15,044,257
Bowl America Dranesville ....13,725,865
Bowl America Bull Run ........ 13,303,932

Lord Calvert...........cceeuuee.... 13,067,654
Bowl America Manassas....... 11,587,746
Andrews AFB.........ccccceee... 10,070,261
The Lanes Fort Meade........... 9,386,787
AMF Alexandria........ccc.......... 7,100,762

Potomac Lanes ..........c........... 6,322,716

Bowl America Fairfax............ 5,649,525
AMF Laurel..........ccoooeei 5,552,517
Village Lanes.........cccceceeeneee 5,549,409
Fort Belvoir......c..ccccooveeunnee... 5,544,907
Bowl America Burke .............. 5,269,287
AMF Dale City.....cccceevvernenee. 5,221,165
Esperanza...............ccco 4,377,927
Naval Medical Center ............ 3,945,692
Patuxent River ...................... 3,860,696
AMF Annandale................... 3,810,794
U.S. Bowling....ccccoveniennenne. 2,046,311
QuantiCo ......eeveveveiiiiiiieeeeenn, 1,306,448
Fort Myer.......ccccovoiiiiiinnnn. 1,108,671
AMEF Centreville........cc.............. 978,513
AMF Shady Crove..................... 780,170

NSF — Indian Head Division..... 235,777

California, produced the Excalibur, a
urethane ball concocted with various
additives that created an even greater
“tacky” feel that helped the ball to in-
crease its grabbing effect on the lanes.
The incredible hooking action and ex-
plosiveness of Cooper’s missile sent
manufacturers scurrying throughout the
country, seeking advice from chemical
manufacturers for similar resulting ma-
terials.

Cooper’s ball, displaying extraordi-
nary movement and entry to the pocket,
earned the nickname of “cheater ball”
from professional bowlers. The com-
bined various materials in these type
balls have been categorized as reactive
resins, thus providing bowlers with
more sophisticated weapons.

As the years went by, urethane balls
have been customized with glass par-
ticles and various other adhesive con-
coctions. Such foreign substances, here-
tofore banned by USBC (formerly ABC/
WIBC) regulations, have somehow man-
aged to skirt the rules and infiltrate the
manufacture of urethane balls. The new
ingredients serve to put more “teeth”
into the balls as they make contact with
the lanes.

At any rate, the terms “resin” and plas-
tic” balls have been technically mislead-
ing. Consequently, after so many years of
erroneous expression, it seems reason-
able to set the record straight by defin-
ing a ball as “polyester” or “urethane.”

The proliferation of sophisticated
weapons has been bewildering, not only
for competent professional bowlers, ball
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reps, and drillers, but more importantly,
for amateurs who attempt to emulate
PBA players.

While new materials in ball surfaces
and sophisticated core placements con-
tinue to aid higher-average players, be-
ginners and recreational bowlers can be
better served with less potent equip-
ment. This is particularly advantageous
for female bowlers who are afforded the
opportunity to choose from a large as-
sortment of brilliant colors and weights
manufactured from polyester resins.

Most astute pro shop operators prefer
to cultivate long-term relationships with
their clientele by recommending bowl-
ing balls best suited for beginners and
less proficient bowlers. Unfortunately,
a few uncaring drillers attempt to sell
this segment of the bowling population
pricier, unmanageable equipment to net
a few extra bucks.

Fortunately, the great majority of IBP-
SIA (International Bowling Pro Shop In-
structors Association) operators take
great pride in their craft and, rather than
seek higher profits, they make the cus-
tomer’s satisfaction uppermost in the
long run. Consequently, I advise bowl-
ers, serious or recreational, to seek out
pro shops displaying the IBPSIA logo.
IBPSIA is an organization dedicated to
its profession with skillfully trained
members to meet a bowler’s needs.

Perhaps the only thing most agree on
is the employment of a polyester bowl-
ing ball (referred to as “plastic”) when
addressing 10-pins or 7-pins. While I am
in accord with this philosophy, I further

recommend polyester balls for any and
all single-pin conversions.

[ further encourage delivering straight
shots at all two-pin spares other than
2-8s, 3-9s or spares that presents “sleep-
ers,” which are two-pin spares where
one pin is directly behind another. These
spares can be more easily converted
with a slight hook into the front pin.

Despite the advantages of modern
supercharged balls, bowlers noted for
their high-revving shots have abandoned
urethane in favor of polyester balls when
lanes dry out and present uncontrollable
conditions. However, this is more the ex-
ception than the rule.

When should less proficient bowlers
consider urethane equipment? These
are two requisites that bowlers must
abide by: (1) They must be able to ap-
proach the foul line in proper balance.
(2) They must develop a swing that en-
ables them to deliver the ball freely with
proper direction.

These are the initial steps for bowlers
to advance their skills. If they can master
these two factors, they will be prepared
to progress to the more sophisticated
tools of the trade.

Additionally, they and all participants
in our great game should be able to dis-
tinguish the two most underused words
in bowling vernacular, “polyester” and
“urethane” from the misused words,
“plastic” and “resin.”

John Jowdy, a past president of the Bowling
Weriters Association of America, is a member
of the PBA Hall of Fame and the USBC Hall
of Fame.
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