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PBA Hall of Famer George Pappas (left) defeated Gary Shultis 258-210 in the title 
match to win the PBA East Region Fort Meade Senior Open at The Lanes Fort Meade, 
represented by general manager Dean Ryan. (See “Tournament Roundup” at left for 
list of local cashers.)

Dear Editor:

With your permission, I’d like to make an observation on the recent NCAUSBCA Youth 
Scratch Invitational Tournament and its A Division that was won by J.R. Palmer. “Go 
figure”—to use your publication’s terminology—that four of the last five winners 
have come from a 22-lane center located in a small town in southern Maryland, Lord 
Calvert Bowl in Huntingtown.

If memory serves me correctly, it’s been Mike Marsico twice (2004 and 2005), Eric 
Helmrich (2007), and now J.R. Palmer, with Marsico also finishing second in 2006.

This is a remarkable feat considering the size of the bowling center and certainly 
a tribute to its junior program—especially to the program’s founder, Mary Fran Mil-
bank, who was a mentor to each of these Invitational champions. Even though she is 
no longer at Lord Calvert, Mary Fran should be given recognition and credit for laying 
the foundation of Lord Calvert’s program and for its bowlers’ success.

If there was ever a single-case proof of the current Skills Center program that is 
being developed by the Bowling Proprietors’ Association of America, this should be 
it. The BPAA’s Skills Center program’s goal is to develop a professional coach in each 
participating bowling center, and this certified coach would do exactly what Mary 
Fran Milbank did at Lord Calvert, only on a much grander scale.

Just an observation on my part.
Gary “Guru” Parsons

Camp Springs

Calendar of Events

APRIL
5-6, 12-13, 19-20 – NCAUSBCA Open 
Championship Tournament at Bowl 
America Shirley (team) and Bowl America 
Gaithersburg (doubles/singles).
20 – Youth Vern Burke Scholarship 
Tournament at Bowl America Manassas.
27 – NCAUSBCA Board Meeting at Bowl 
America Gaithersburg.
30 – Deadline for NCAUSBCA Hall of 
Fame nominations.

MAY
3 – Junior Gold Major Tournament at 
Sparetime Lanes in Hampton, Va.
7-10 – USBC Convention, Kansas City, Mo.
23 – Postmark entry date for Guys & 
Dolls Tournament.

JUNE
1 – Final averages submission deadline.
7-8, 14-15, 21-22 – 9th annual Guys & 
Dolls Tournament at Crofton.

Tournament Roundup
PBA East Region Fort Meade Senior Open 
(George Pappas [Super Senior], Charlotte, 
N.C., $1,500) – 6, Richard Holmes, Luray, 
Va., $650; 17, Frank Gallo Jr., Lanham, $400; 
21, David Kneas, Annapolis, $400; 23, Mark 
Glover, Woodbridge, $400; 27, Donny Carr, 
Hyattsville, $400; 28, Bobby Carter (ss), 
Hollywood, Md., $400.
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