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Now it’s After

the Scorekeeper.

by HAL DAVIS

It's your turn to bowl. You step up
and go after your ball, but on the way you
move a step sideways to a slim, oblong,
lighted panel and move a little lever so
that it peints to your name. You have just
set in motion a remarkable by-product of
space age electronics: the automatic
scorer,

Without realizing it you have become
the operator of a complex computer that
“watches"” you bowl and marks down your
score faster and more accurately than any
human could.

The Brunswick Automatic Scorer is
acomputerized system that automatically
records pinfail - - ball by ball and frame
by frame -- computes and totals individual
and team scores, and prints them on a
permanent score-card while projecting
them onto an overhead viewing screen.
Andit'sall dene in a fraction of a second,

Once you have recovered from the
staggering enormity of what you have
done with a flick of the finger, you can
go ahead and bowl freely, unencumbered
by worries about the accuracy of your
score, or for that matter, whether your
score is even being kept. And when you
have bowled your frame you can drifi
casually back to a more modern seating

MACHINE
Automation Whipped
the Pinboy

arrangement and resume vour social chatt-
ing without first checking to make sure
somebody scored you accurately.

Brunswick's Automatic Scorer has
been on the market a little over a year,
The first complete installation was made
at Brunswick’s Village Lanes in Chicago
the latter part of 1967.

The heart of the scorer is a digital
computer linked to a detection system in
the automatic pinsetter. One master con-
sole handles four lanes, There is a bowler
identification panel for each pair of lanes.
The console prints a horizontal type score-
sheet. When a game is complete, the score-
sheet may be removed as a permanent
record,

It sounds complex, but as far as the
bowler and the team captain are concern-
ed. it’s simple. The team captain merely
writes the bowlers' names on the score-
sheet in the console, and again on the
bowler identification panel a1 the lanes.
The individual bowler's only responsibility
is to move the indicator on the panel to
his name when his turn comes up. Then,
forget it and concentrate on the bowling.

There is even a built-in safeguard
against someone bowling out of turn.

So, you say, what about bowlers who

Bowling with the Automatic Scorer is simplicity itself! As the bowler's
turn comes up, he moves the lever on the bowler identification panel to
his name - - and then bowls! There is one bowler identification panel for
gach pair of lanes; thus, two for each console.

arrive late, or provisional balls, or error
correction? No worry. The scorer is flexi-
ble, and any unusuwal situations can be
handled right at the console. The auto-
matic scorer can do everything a human
can do . . . except add incorrectly. There
are provisions for entering fouls and team
handicap on the console.

Milt Rudo, president of Brunswick's
Bowling Division, philosophizes about
some of the changes the automatic scorer
will bring to each bowling center, “First
of all, the seating arrangement at the lanes
will have a sort of ‘living room mood" be-
cause the automatic scorer console and
other fixtures require very little space.
Since there will be no need to keep score,
there will be more time for good conver-
sation and more relaxation.”

“Perhaps best of all,”" he adds, “the
automatic scorer lets the bowler con-
centrate on his game.”

The Brunswick Automatic Scorer had
been in the research and development
stages for more than a decade, but it passed
the American Bowling Congress qualifica-
tions for approval the first time it was
presented, After ABC approval it took
some time to get the squipment tooled
up at the Muskegon, Michigan plant, and



A scoring pencil with the Brunswick Automatic
Scorer? "Nol™ says Ann Brown, “Miss Bruns
wick™, “Simple take this pencil . . and you
print vour name on the bowler pangl by the
lanes . . . and you bowll No scorekeeping. Just
modern fun!®

it wasn't until late this year that installs-
tion began in a significant number of
houses around the couniry.,

So, it looks as if the handwriting is on
the wall for the human scorekeeper. No
more fumbling, no more smearing, no
mare breaking the neck trying to peer
around a size 48 rear to see the pinfall, no
more painful arithmetic, no more jockey-
ing to avoid the empty scorekeeper chair,
no more excuses like “1 left my glasses
home.”

You could purchase one of these
handy little gadgets for around 53,000
per lane, or they are available for lease,
We hope that some of the D.C. area pro-

The Brunswick Automatic Scorer prints the
score on this scoresheet. IU's easy to put in place,
easy to remove for o permanent record, The
consale aleo has provision for special situations,
such as team hondicap. The Brunswick Auto-
matic Scorer is completely Nexible - and accur-

prietors get interested enough to lay in a
few. The initial curiosity, alone, should
fill their houses for weeks.

All that's left now is for Brunswick
to develop some sort of safeguard for this
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Mini-stripes and a computer bring bowling up
to date! Ann Brown, “Miss Brunswick”, invites
yvou 1o look at the scoresheet of the exciting
new Automatic Scorer. The Automatic 'Scares
records pinfall, keeps individunl and team totals,
ball by ball and frame by frame.

Brunswick Villaze

Lunes is the world's first bowling
center completely equipped with
automatic scoring units. The mo-
dern 16-lane center located in
Chicago s equipped with Bruns
wick Automatic Scarers complete-
ly. freeing the bowler from the
chore of keeping swcore manually.
One Brunswick console unit { fore-
ground) serves four lanes. Scores
are projected from the console to
the overhead screens above the
bowler's approach aren,
complex mass of wiring and electronics to
protect it from little kids with drippy
ice cream cones and leaky cokes, as well
as from big kids with sloppy beer cans and
mustardy hot dogs.
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