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David Whitt victorious at Alumni Invitational

The eight finalists of the NCAUSBCA 2nd Annual Alumni Invitational Tournament appear on the approach 
at Bowl America Shirley in order of finish following the competition, which in part helped raise funds 
for the Youth Invitational event. From left, champion David Whitt, Gaithersburg, Md., went 7-1 in match 
play, averaged 219 for 12 total games, and earned $90; 2, Popeye Blackmore, Springfield, Va. (5-3), 
211.42, $60; 3, Eric Goodwin, Frederick, Md. (5-3), 203; 4, Jason Eman, Springfield (4-4), 203.92; 5, Dar-
ren Baker, Alexandria, Va. (4-4), 203.58; 6, James Gaskill III, Arlington, Va. (4-4), 196.42; 7, Ambrianna 
Bankston, Woodbridge, Va. (1.5-6.5), 178.83; and 8, Daniel Edwards, Lorton, Va. (1.5-6.5), 169.67.

Invitational Notebook
Snow pushed back the start of the tournament one 
week, which moved the first round to Bowl America 
Gaithersburg, followed by Bowl America Fairfax, Bowl 
America Bull Run, AMF Capital Plaza, and finishing at 
Bowl America Shirley. The original schedule included a 
Round 4 stop at Bethesda Naval Bowling Center.

A Division champion Conner Kolessides has to be 
considered among the greatest Invitational players of 
all time, not only for winning three times in the past 
four years, but get this: He competed in the final round 
in each of the past six years, placing eighth in 2011, 
seventh in 2012, and sixth last year. ... Besides Koles-
sides, only four other finalists bowled in Round 5 last 
year—Jarrett DeFalco, Randall Stewart, Aidan Kaz, 
and Leonard Farlow Jr.

Amara Speights is the first female to make the A 
Division finals since Keisheena Waldon placed eighth in 
the 2007 event. Speights, who is only 15, has improved 
tremendously in the past two years, and it’s a safe bet 
this won’t be her last finals appearance. ... Seven girls 
reached the 2016 finals—just two fewer than the total 
number of female finalists in the previous six years.

A Division runner-up Anthony Daniels II is just 14, 
and his finals future looks bright. ... Dustin Mahmot 
bowled in his fourth finals in the past five years. ... The 
“Rise from the Dead Award” goes to Herman Lee III. 
Doubt me? Carefully review the “Position-By-Round” 
section on page 13. ... For the first time since 2006, 
there were no ties in any of the finals matches.

Kolessides was the only bowler to average over 200. 
Last year, 13 of 24 finalists topped the 200 mark. ... 
Why? This was the first year a Sport Bowling lane condi-
tion was used. Said Tournament Manager Kenny Robin-
son: “It was the 2008 Teen Masters long pattern, a 42-
foot pattern that was kind of narrow in the middle and 
challenging on the outside. So they had to play a little 
bit more of a direct line and hit their mark more con-
sistently instead of throwing it outside and watching it 
come back off the dry area. It was a lot nicer to see that 
some of these people were appreciative of the challeng-
ing shot and the idea of the results showing how close 
they were in averages and how low they were compared 
to years past that also made it more rewarding.”

Watch for changes in what has been the “Alumni 
Invitational” that will permit many more bowlers to 
participate.

— Bob Cosgrove


